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TOWN OF SOUTHINGTON 

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 

TUESDAY MAY 14, 2013 

 

  Chairman Robert Salka called the Public Hearing and Regular 

meeting of the Southington Zoning Board of Appeals to order at 7:00 

o’clock, p.m. in the Municipal Center Assembly Room with the following 

members in attendance: 

 Jeffrey Gworek & Matthew O’Keefe             

  

 Alternates: Thomas Lombardi 

    Dee Ahern 

     

     

 Absent:  Joseph LaPorte, Commissioner 

    Bryan Wysong, Commissioner 

    Ronald Bohigian, Alternate 

    Paul Bedard, Alternate 

     

 Others:  David Lavallee, Assistant Town Planner 

   

 The Chair seated Dee Ahern for Joseph LaPorte and Tom Lombardi 

will be seated for Bryan Wysong. 

   

 A quorum was determined. 

   

 The Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag was recited by 

everyone in attendance.   

 Approval of Minutes – Mr. O’Keefe made a motion to approve the 

Minutes of the previous meeting.  Mr. Gworek seconded.  Motion passed 

unanimously on a voice vote. 

 Mr. Gworek explained the procedure to be followed in the 

presentation of an application and advised should their appeal be 

approved they file it with the Town Clerk’s Office as soon as they 

receive the formal approval in the mail before starting any work.  You 

have one year to begin the project.   

 

ROBERT SALKA, Chairman, presiding: 

PUBLIC HEARING ITEMS: 

 A. APPEAL #5993A, Application of Jason Baczewski for special 

exception approval to keep a family flock of 10 hens under Sections 3-



2 

 

01.3B & 15-05 of the Zoning Regulations, 80 Dogwood drive, property of 

Jason Baczewski & Tresa M. Howse in an R-20/25 zone. 

 THE CHAIR:  Will the applicant please go to the podium and state 

your name and address for the record.  Just explain what you would 

like us to do for you. 

 SPEAKER:  I’m Tresa.  We would like to  -- 

 THE CHAIR: State your name and address. 

 MS. BACZEWSKI:  Tresa Baczewski, actually.  This isn’t working, 

huh? 

 Hi.   

 MR. BACZEWSKI: Jason Baczewski. 

 THE CHAIR:  Okay, go ahead. 

 MS. BACZEWSKI:  We are here because we would like to keep a 

family block of ten chickens in our yard for eggs.  And, that’s it. 

 THE CHAIR:  Thank you.   Anything else? 

 MS. BACZEWSKI:  No, is there anything else?  We can answer 

questions? 

 THE CHAIR:  I’m sure you will. 

 MS. BACZEWSKI:  Okay. 

 THE CHAIR:  Any questions of the applicant? 

 MR. O’KEEFE:  One question:  Is this sketch that you made? 

 MR. BACZEWSKI:  Yes, where I have it all the way from 80 feet, 75 

feet.  That’s where I am putting it. On the side of the building. 

 MR. O’KEEFE:  How big will the enclosure be? 

 MR. BACZEWSKI:  For running outside?  Or inside where they’re 

going to be staying? 

 MR. O’KEEFE:  Both. 

 MR. BACZEWSKI: Oh, for the inside it’s four by four by six feet 

high.  And, the outside run is underneath it and it is four feet by 

eight feet. Closed in to protect them at night.  And, just a little 

fence on the outside to let them run around. 

 MS. BACZEWSKI:  When we’re out. 

 MR. O’KEEFE:  So, it’s like thirty-two square feet plus four? 
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 MR. BACZEWSKI:  Yah.  Well, the other part is underneath.  Four 

by eight.  Where they come down. 

 MS. BACZEWSKI:  It’s adorable actually. It’s quite cute. 

 MR. LOMBARDI:  And, that’s the standard size for this many hens? 

 MS. BACZEWSKI:  Yes. 

 MR. BACZEWSKI:  You can put nine or at least ten hens.  Keep it 

nice and tight for them. 

 MS. BACZEWSKI:  There is a part on top where they --- what do you 

call that, the sticks that are up there.  Where they nest.  They like 

to cuddle up. 

 MR. BACZEWSKI:  I forgot. The perch? 

 MS. BACZEWSKI: The perch. And, there is four little places for 

them to take turns laying their eggs. 

 MR. O’KEEFE:  So basically it is like a pre-made? 

 MR. BACZEWSKI:  Built four by four strong, built to last.  It is 

not one of those cheap ones you buy and they fall right down. 

 THE CHAIR:  There is no intent on having the hens loose in the 

yard itself?  They’ll always be in the caged area? 

 MR. BACZEWSKI:  Yah, caged and wire fence. 

 THE CHAIR:  They are not running loose in the yard? 

 MS. BACZEWSKI:  No. 

 MR. BACZEWSKI: Not unless we get a stockade fence around the 

house. 

 THE CHAIR:  And, what do you plan on doing with the eggs? 

 MR. BACZEWSKI:  Just for – 

 MS. BACZEWSKI:  We’re going to be using them for personal. 

 MR. BACZEWSKI:  For us and for my family or something. 

 MS. BACZEWSKI:  Family. 

 THE CHAIR:   You don’t plan on selling them? 

 MR. BACZEWSKI:  No, not at all. 

 THE CHAIR: Okay.  I’m asking that question because I noticed a 

couple of them that we’ve approved they have signs out in the yard:  

Eggs $4. 
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 The only reason I’m stating that is ten hens, I guess, they 

create more eggs than this family can eat because they’ve got three 

children, five people in the family.  I guess they can’t eat them all 

themselves.  Just be aware of that. 

 MS. BACZEWSKI:  We put ten but we actually wanted to start off 

with six.  But I know that the town regulation is twelve, so we did 

ten just to give us a little room. 

 THE CHAIR:  You’re going to max out at ten. 

 MS. BACZEWSKI: Yes, we are going to max out at ten.  We’re going 

to start off with six just to see how it goes. 

 THE CHAIR:  What kind? 

 MR. BACZEWSKI:  The Rhode Island Red.  The black and white one 

there, (Inaudible).   

 MS. BACZEWSKI:  He did his research on the quiet ones, the 

friendliest ones.  There are little kids next door that are really 

excited about them but I don’t want – 

 MR. BACZEWSKI:  They are always coming over when I’m in the 

garage, the hens are --- 

 MS. BACZEWSKI: Are the chickens there? 

 THE CHAIR:  Okay, any other questions? 

 MR. BACZEWSKI:  I think you guys have the signed paper – our 

neighbors. 

 MS. BACZEWSKI:  Our neighbors. 

 THE CHAIR:  Would you like that read into the record so you have 

a permanent record of it?  

 MS. BACZEWSKI:  If you need it, sure.  It was just signed to say 

it was okay with them, all of our neighbors. 

 MR. BACZEWSKI:  I went across the street, too, and got extra 

ones, too. 

 MS. BACZEWSKI: If we need it. 

 THE CHAIR:  So most of your neighbors across the street and next 

door – 

 MS. BACZEWSKI: And in the back. 

 MR. BACZEWSKI: There is no problem, you know. 

 MS. BACZEWSKI: We talked to all of them.  
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 THE CHAIR:  Okay.  Anything else? 

 MS. BACZEWSKI: Nope. 

 THE CHAIR:  Any other questions? 

 (No response) 

 MS. BACZEWSKI: So, we can mosey or do we stay until the end? 

 THE CHAIR: You can stay until the end. It won’t last more than 

twenty minutes, I hope. 

 MS. BACZEWSKI:  And, we get --- do we find out tonight? 

 THE CHAIR: Yes. 

 MS. BACZEWSKI:  Okay, thank you very much. 

 THE CHAIR:  Okay, is there anyone here speaking in favor of the 

application? 

 (No response) 

 Anyone speaking opposing this application? 

 (No response) 

 Hearing none, this application is closed. 
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 B. APPEAL #5994A, Application of UNICO Italian Festival 

Committee for special exception approval to host their annual Italian 

Festival July 25-28, 2013 under Sections 4-01.31 & 15-05 of the Zoning 

Regulations, lower Center Street area, property of the Town of 

Southington & others in a CB & 1-2 zone. 

 THE CHAIR:  Please state your name and address for the record, 

please? 

 ATTORNEY MECCARIELLO:  Mr. Chairman, Bryan Meccariello, on behalf 

of the Southington Italian American Festival and I am also a member of 

UNICO.   Commission members, first I want to personally say thank you 

to David Lavallee as I sent him an email as I have over the past 

couple of years. He responded right away and it has been posted more 

than in a timely fashion. 

 This is our eight annual Southington Italian American Festival.  

As you know, we hold it down on lower Center Street.  I’ve been before 

this board each and every time.  So I am asking for the same thing. 

 I mean, I could tell you what the rules are that we’ve always 

complied with but I prefer if you wanted to just take last year’s 

rules and adopt them. 

 However, when I did send Dave the request for this hearing, I did 

indicate that the event is July 25
th
 to the 28

th
.  It’s the 26

th
, 27

th
 & 

28
th
.  However, we are including the 25

th
.  So, it’s Thursday, the 25

th
 

from midnight --- I should say I was before the parking authority last 

Wednesday and received approval for that.  Midnight on the 25
th
, which 

is Thursday, through and including Sunday the 28
th
 at 10:00.  We are 

not going to be there 10:00 at night but the reason I did that and 

I’ll share with you this, last year we had Dan Quinlan clean the 

street and parking lots.  Apparently, the police were released earlier 

than we had blocked the road off. It became a union issue.  The 

highway department wanted to perhaps file a grievance because the 

street is open and they’re entitled to clean the street and they 

weren’t working.  So I wanted to avoid any conflict and issues like 

that.    

 We will be exclusively using the municipal parking lots from 

Thursday the 25
th
 at midnight and that’s to avoid any parking problems 

overnight thru and including all the way through to Sunday at 10:00 

pm. 

 THE CHAIR:  What’s the reason for 12:00 midnight? 

 ATTORNEY MECCARIELLO:  Well, it’s --- what happens is, there is 

always cars in the municipal parking lots.  So, I’m able to section it 

off, if you will, we get our vendors in there.  The problem is we had 

to tow a couple of cars last year.  These are overnight people that 

went to the bar, the Groggy Frog, left their vehicles for probably 
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good reason and we had to track, the police had to track the plates 

and get them. So we are trying to avoid that. 

 Because we had vendors coming in early last years.  We had a 

carnival and we are not doing one this year but that area I’m talking 

about is the handicapped spot. 

 THE CHAIR:  Well, you have amusement rides on the application. 

 ATTORNEY MECCARIELLO: Yah, well, that’s changed.  We are not 

going to be doing that. 

 Um, it just didn’t make any dollars and cents any more to do 

that.  So we filled that spot, a good thing, with other vendors. 

 I’ll go real quick.  You guys have a really short meeting 

tonight. 

 We’ve obtained all necessary permits and will do so for police, 

fire, sanitation.  

 Conforming to all the health, safety and fire regulations, of 

course. 

 We’re responsible for cleaning up the property, both private and 

public private. 

 All of the business owners and landlords have been notified of 

the event as we do every year so they’re well aware of it. 

 Through Town Attorney Mark Sciota --- he’s also part of the crew 

--- we provide him with the insurance certificates. 

 There are no carnival rides.  We’re not going to have any noise 

starting before 12:00 noon on Sunday although we do the religious 

service, as well. 

 There is no alcohol whatsoever.  We post that. The police do 

that, as well. 

 We do rearrange the booths manually and provide an annual layout 

to Dave. 

 We don’t charge for parking. 

 We do provide handicapped parking. 

 And, the hours as I mentioned are this year Thursday at midnight 

on July 25
th
 until Sunday at 10:00 pm July 28

th
. 

 THE CHAIR:  Okay, is that it? 

 ATTORNEY MECCARIELLO:  That’s all. 

 THE CHAIR:  Any questions? 
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 MR. LOMBARDI:  I have a question. What time are the vendors going 

to be setting up? If you’re blocking off that area, do they come at 

midnight or do they come at five in the morning? 

 ATTORNEY MECCARIELLO:  Well, we use EVENTS BY SUPERIOR on the 

tents. So we get a lot of the barrels dropped off in the parking lots.  

Sometimes they drop the frames, poles.  They’ll leave a truck, you 

know, parked kind of diagonal in the parking lot. 

 We try to avoid, you know, problems. We are learning every year 

as we go along. 

 MR. LOMBARDI:  Do you know what time it was last year if it was 

early in the morning or --- 

 ATTORNEY MECCARIELLO:  It was early.  I got there at 5:00 am.  In 

the morning, because I had to greet --- we also have Coca Cola bring 

the big cooler. So we try to get going early.  A lot of the help is 

setting up. It takes a lot of time to set up because you have to have 

the fire come do the inspection. Then you have all the vendors that 

make a mad dash at once.  Chaos. 

 MR. LOMBARDI:  So, what went on from midnight to say 4:00 in the 

morning last year? 

 ATTORNEY MECCARIELLO: Well, it’s to avoid the overnight parking 

issue.  So it will be posted and I --- forgive me --- I think 

overnight parking they’re allowed --- it’s between 1:00 am and 4:00 am 

or 5:00 am.  I am not sure. 

 But because we have exclusive use of the --- we have two.  The 

old My Bar plus the one at Groggy Frog.  It’s the Groggy Frog where 

we’ve had the problem. 

 MR. LOMBARDI:  Right. 

 ATTORNEY MECCARIELLO:  No one is going to be camped out there at 

midnight but --- 

 MR. O’KEEFE:  Just one more question.  I know you said you are 

not having the carnival, but with regard to condition number five, you 

wouldn’t have a problem with no noise generated before noon on Sunday, 

is that correct? 

 ATTORNEY MECCARIELLO: That’s correct.  With the exception of the 

procession that we have.  Mass starts at 10:00 am.  There are a few 

musicians that come.   A trumpet and a drum.  It’s part of the 

proceeding. And, we’ve done it every year and it’s actually quite 

entertaining to the neighbors.  They like to come out. 

 The procession goes up lower Center, takes a right and heads 

south on Liberty, takes another right so it heads west on Eden Avenue 
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and then it cuts back and it heads north on Bristol Street in front of 

Testa’s and back up east on lower Center Street. 

 Other than that, that’s ---- 

 MR. O’KEEFE:  Okay. 

 THE CHAIR:  Any other questions? 

 (No response) 

 Thank you. 

 ATTORNEY MECCARIELLO:  Thank you. 

 THE CHAIR:   Anyone here speaking in favor of this application?  

 (No response) 

 Anyone opposing this application? 

 (No response) 

 Hearing none, this application is closed. 

 

7:15 o’clock, p.m. 
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REGULAR MEETING 

 

 Chairman Robert Salka called the Regular meeting of the 

Southington Zoning Board of Appeals to order at 7:15 o’clock, p.m. in 

the Municipal Center Assembly Room with the following members in 

attendance: 

 Jeffrey Gworek & Matthew O’Keefe             

  

 Alternates: Thomas Lombardi 

    Dee Ahern 

     

     

 Absent:  Joseph LaPorte, Commissioner 

    Bryan Wysong, Commissioner 

    Ronald Bohigian, Alternate 

    Paul Bedard, Alternate 

     

 Others:  David Lavallee, Assistant Town Planner 

   

 The Chair seated Dee Ahern for Joseph LaPorte and Tom Lombardi 

will be seated for Bryan Wysong. 

   

 A quorum was determined. 

            

ROBERT SALKA, Chairman, presiding: 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 A. APPEAL #5993A, Application of Jason Baczewski for special 

exception approval to keep a family flock of 10 hens under Sections 3-

01.3B & 15-05 of the Zoning Regulations, 80 Dogwood drive, property of 

Jason Baczewski & Tresa M. Howse in an R-20/25 zone. 

 Mr. O’Keefe made a motion to approve Appeal #5993A with 

conditions in that a family flock of chickens be limited to ten 

subject to: 

  1. Use combined to an area having the total area of not 

 more than 200 sq.   

 Even though the applicant said 32, I think you may get to the 

point where you may want to give them a little bit more room to run 

and not have to come back to us. 
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  2. That any structure used for the purpose to be located 

 not less than 30 feet from any lot line and 100 feet from any 

 street line. 

  3. No roosters. 

 Mr. Gworek seconded.    

 Motion passed 5 to 0 on a roll call vote. 

 

 B. APPEAL #5994A, Application of UNICO Italian Festival 

Committee for special exception approval to host their annual Italian 

Festival July 25-28, 2013 under Sections 4-01.31 & 15-05 of the Zoning 

Regulations, lower Center Street area, property of the Town of 

Southington & others in a CB & 1-2 zone. 

 Mr. O’Keefe made a motion to approve Appeal 5994A with 

conditions: 

 1. That the applicant shall obtain all necessary permits from 

the property owners and the Town of Southington. 

 2. The applicant shall conform to all health, safety and fire 

regulations. 

 3. The applicant shall be responsible for policing the cleanup 

of public and private properties during and after the festival. 

 4. A certificate of liability insurance in the amount of at 

least $5 million shall be filed with the town attorney prior to the 

start of the festival. 

 5. That except for a religious procession, there be no noise 

generating activity on the festival grounds prior to 12:00 pm on 

Sunday. 

 6. There be no alcoholic beverages whatsoever. 

 7. The applicant will be allowed to rearrange booths within 

the prescribed area. 

 8. There is no charge for parking on municipal property 

without permission from the town. 

 9. The hours shall be from July 25
th
, 2013 at midnight to 10:00 

pm on July 28, 2013. 

 Mr. Gworek seconded. 

 Discussion of the condition #5. 
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 Discussion of the midnight time.   Should it be moved back to 

1:00 am to not interfere with the bar asked Mr. Lombardi.  The Chair 

felt they were going to monitor it starting at 12:00 midnight and make 

sure there is nothing there.  That’s the intent.  Mr. Lombardi then 

said he didn’t think it would interfere too much because there’s 

plenty of parking in the area. 

 Motion passed 5 to 0 on a roll call vote. 

 

7. MISCELLANEOUS /OLD BUSINESS/ NEW BUSINESS 

 Mr. Gworek brought up the signs.  The planning & zoning 

commission would have to change it noted the Chair.  The Chair said if 

it was okay with the board, he would bring it up to planning & zoning 

and see if we can do something because they have a review committee 

that’s reviewing all the zoning regulations. See if they could take 

that up. 

 In the meantime I’ll stop in and talk with the town manager and 

just see --- I know Dave is overwhelmed with three jobs --- the bottom 

line is if we are not going to enforce it, then we should change the 

regulation.  No sense having something on the books that nobody is 

following.   

 The same with those ten foot flags that are flying over on 322. 

 Mr. Lavallee said he made a list and memos to put together for 

quite a few of them right within a quarter mile on Rte 322.  I will 

send those out.  I have no problem doing that. 

 The Chair added the Dunkin Donuts on West Street.  It’s been open 

about a month and a half and it says:  Now Open.  Two big ten foot 

flags.  That’s being taken care of --- great. 

 Mr. O’Keefe brought up Queen Street up where Shop Rite is.  There 

are always vehicles parked out there that are really advertisements 

for selling houses or for businesses that are totally unrelated to 

anything in the plaza and they’re parking right on the street and they 

stay there 24-hours a day.   

 Perhaps we should talk to planning & zoning about this and 

whether vehicles that are really signs should be parked right on the 

road.  There are like four or five of them. 

 Mr. Lavallee said they can be delivery vehicles but they can’t be 

signage.  We had that issue with a business that had a delivery truck 

that had a minimum amount of storage in it.   They said it was a 

delivery truck so they could have it there. 

 Mr. O’Keefe made a motion to adjourn which Mr. Gworek seconded.  

Motion passed unanimously on a voice vote. 
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 (Whereupon, the meeting was adjourned at 7:22 o’clock, p.m.) 

        

     Robert Salka, Chairman 

     Zoning Board of Appeals 

 


